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for the " Press Celebrations " of 1899 was not
included in the " Scenes Historiques/' This was*
the finale. Neither the critics nor the public;
grasped at first what it expressed. The realisation
of this only awoke when, after a thorough revision,,
it was given the name that informed the whole
world that close to the Arctic Circle a small nation
was struggling for its existence. This name was.
" Finlandia."

" It was actually rather late/1 Sibelius recalls^
" that * Finlandia' was performed under its final
title. At the farewell concert of the Philharmonic
Orchestra before leaving for Paris, when the tone-
poem was played for the first time in its revised
form, it was called ' Suomi/ It was introduced by*
the same name in Scandinavia; in German towns,
it was called ' Vaterland/ and in Paris ' La Patrie."
In Finland its performance was forbidden during;
the years of unrest, and in other parts of the Empire,
it was not allowed to be played under any name
that in any way indicated its patriotic character.
When I conducted in Reval and Riga by invita-
tion in the summer of 1904, I had to call it
' Impromptu/ "

" Finlandia " represents Sibelius' second great
direct contribution to the work of political resist-
ance in Finland at the end of last century* In spite
of its national tone the tone-poem has gained suck
world-wide popularity that, as Sibelius' English
biographer expresses it, "it is in the repertory of
every orchestra and every brass band/' It has,,